664                                RENAISSANCES

By the end of the fourth century, Roman rule in Anatolia was already
in jeopardy from a local juxtaposition of those two varieties of Barbarism
that were to provide the ingredients for so explosive a mixture in North-
West Africa twenty-nine years later. The never subjugated Berber
highlanders had their fourth-century Anatolian indigenous barbarian
counterparts in Isaurian highlanders who had shaken off a precariously
established Roman control,1 while counterparts of the future Alano-
Vandal conquerors of North-West Africa, in the shape of Alano-Gothic
laeti, had been imported into Anatolia already by the deliberate action
of the Roman imperial authorities themselves. Yet, in the event, this
ominous situation in Anatolia was saved by a Constantinopolitan Im-
perial Government's success in forestalling Gainas the Goth's plotted
coup in. A.D. 400 and Aspar the Alan's plotted coup in A.D. 471; the
Gothic laeti in Anatolia were extirpated before it had occurred, either
to these imported carnivores or to the native Isaurian representatives
of the breed, that the wolf and the jackal in partnership would have it
in their power to make the stricken deer their prey; and the indigenous
Anatolian barbarians, who thus missed their opportunity of becoming
co-partners of local Visigothic laeti in establishing an Anatolian bar-
barian successor-state of the Roman Empire, allowed themselves to be
enlisted, instead, in the Roman Imperial Army and eventually to be
used by a Constantinopolitan Imperial Government for the reconquest
of an Ostrogothic successor-state of the Roman Empire in Italy.2

This series of energetic Roman acts of state, which were as prescient
as they were strong-minded, successfully exorcized a sinister possibility
that, in the course of the fifth century of the Christian Era, Anatolia
might become the site of an Alano-Gothico-Isaurian barbarian princi-
pality corresponding to the actual fifth-century Alano-Vandalo-Berber
successor-state of the Roman Empire in North-West Africa and to the
fourth-century Tibetan, Hiongnu, To Pa, and Sienpi successor-states
of a Sinic oecumenical empire in the Yellow River Basin. Late Imperial
Roman statesmanship did not, indeed, rise to the height of saving the
whole of the cradle of Hellenism from being swamped, like the cradle
of the Sinic Civilization, by an influx of barbarism. Justinian's impro-
vident expenditure of an irreplaceable residue of Illyrian man-power
on the indulgence of his perverse ambition to reconquer Italy had to
be paid for before the close of the sixth century by a stampede of the
Avars' Slav 'human cattle' into a Continental European Greece which
had been saved from becoming the prey of the Visigoth war-lord Alaric
by Stilicho's generalship in A.D. 396 and by the diplomacy of Con-
stantinopolitan ministers of state who had unobtrusively sped a depart-
ing barbarian guest in A.D. 410. But, though the .European half of
the cradle of Hellenism thus suffered, in a post-Justinianean deluge, the
fate that overtook the entire cradle of the Sinic Civilization after the
debacle of the United Tsin, the Asiatic half of the Hellenic Society's
original patrimony was saved from the same doom by the defeat of the
Arabs' attempts to capture Constantinople inA.D. 673-7 and A.0.717-18,
and by the miscarriage in A.D. 823 of a formidable insurrection of Slav

1 See IV. iv. 325 and V. v. ao6, n. i.         2 See IV. iv. 324-5 and VI. vii. 335-7.